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The Coalition has been established in 2007 and it consists of 20 
organizations from different parts of Serbia working on child rights issues. 
The leading organization is the Child Rights Centre (Belgrade) who 
coordinates the work of the Coalition and continuously enhances capacity 
building of all organizations within the Coalition. 

National consultation 
in preparation of 
National report 

State prepared The National report without direct inclusion of NGOs. 
However, the draft report was put on the web site of the Ministry for 
Human and Minority Rights, public administration and local self-government 
and opened for suggestions. Most of civil society organizations opted for the 
preparation and sending of their separate submissions. The State presented 
the final report to the public on October, 26th 2012. 

Issue                                     Prohibition of Corporal Punishment  
Summary In 2008, Austria recommended to the Republic of Serbia to prohibit corporal 

punishment, including in the family (57.11), in line with the recent 
recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC/C/SRB/CO/1 no 47.). The recommendation was accepted. Yet corporal 
punishment is still a common form of punishment in children’s upbringing. 
The Multiply Indicators Clusters Survey 4 conducted during the 2010, shows 
that 67% of all the families in Serbia use psychological or corporal 
punishment of children between the ages of 2 and 14, while the percentage 
of punishment in Roma families is even greater and reaches 86%. The 
Ombudsman tried to introduce prohibition of corporal punishment in a pre-
draft of the Law on the Rights of the Child, which provoked a huge public 
reaction and postponed further introduction of this measure. State officials 
did not clearly declare their positions towards this issue and media clearly 
was against prohibition.  

Questions Recommendations 

What measures have 
been taken in order to 
introduce parents with 
non-violent methods of 
upbringing of children? 

• Adopt regulations that shall explicitly prohibit corporal punishment 
as a disciplinary method in the family environment. 

 

Issue                                    Improvement of Juvenile Justice System  

Summary In 2008, Poland gave the following recommendation:  
“Ensure full compliance of domestic legislation and relevant procedures 
with juvenile justice standards of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(57.9). The recommendation was accepted. Apart from a series of measures 
undertaken in the field of juvenile justice, that mainly improved 
proceedings, several problems of equal importance remains: lack of 
implementation of diversion orders; lack of adequate conditions and 



precisely defined standards for juveniles in detention and for the 
implementation of measures alternative to detention; lack of network of 
institutions which might execute criminal sanctions, and especially 
institutions responsible for the implementation of safety measures of 
treatment in a psychiatric institution.  

Questions Recommendations 

What particular 
measures have been 
taken for 
strengthening the 
juvenile justice 
system? 

• Establish a separate organizational unit within the Ministry of 
Justice which would be assigned to coordinate all the activities 
aimed at enhance implementation of the law (both within the 
Ministry and in cooperation with other relevant ministries and 
institutions), gather and collect all the relevant data and provide 
support in development of juvenile justice system. 

• Adopt the Sub-Law on the Implementation of the Juvenile Detention 
Measures which would clearly regulate the rights and obligations of 
minors and create conditions for the effective application of 
measures alternative to the detention. 

Issue Persons with disabilities  

 
 

In 2008, Finland recommended to the Republic of Serbia to take concrete 
measures to address the high rate of unemployment among persons with 
disabilities and the special needs of children with disabilities at schools 
(59.10). In order to accomplish the inclusion of children with disabilities, the 
Republic of Serbia has made significant encouraging steps, such as the 
enactment of the Law on the Bases of the Education System (2009) that 
guarantees that the education system shall be available at all levels and for 
all children, students and adults, and also that children with disabilities are 
entitled to the right to education and discipline in accordance with their 
educational and disciplinary needs (art.2). Implementation is rather poor so 
far. There are physical barriers to access education facilities, lack of human 
resources and of assisting technology required for the realization of 
individual educational plans. There is also a very low level of information of 
parents/caregivers regarding the rights of children with disabilities in the 
educational system, and opportunities for these children to develop their 
potential. The overall lack of commitment for inclusive processes is also 
evident as evidenced by the lack of progress in establishing 
Intradepartmental commissions, a coordinating body for support in all of 
174 municipalities in Serbia. When they are established, these commissions 
do not have separate budget line for their activities and for providing 
additional support to children with disabilities. 

Questions Recommendations 



1. How many 
municipalities have 
established 
intradepartmental 
commissions and 
what are their 
budgets? 

2. How many schools  
(primary and 
secondary) has 
removed physical 
barriers for the 
students – please 
provide the number 
and percentage of 
primary schools and 
number and 
percentage of 
schools?  

• Introduce systematic education/training curriculum for the 
members of intradepartmental commissions in the field of 
protection and education, and of professional associates in schools, 
aiming at an adequate evaluation of needs and planning individual 
support design of individual educational plans for children. 

• Increase the accessibility of education for children with disabilities, 
by providing financial means for their transportation to the 
educational institutions and removal of all physical barriers which 
obstruct accessibility of education for all children. 

1  Coalition members: Child Rights Centre (Belgrade), Uzice Child Rights Centre (Uzice),  Belgrade Human 
rights Centre, The Association for the Development of Children and Youth – Open Club, Initiative for 
Inclusion “VelikiMali”, Civil Association “Osmeh”, Children’s Creative Center “Mastaliste”, Club OPA – 
“Youth Starting Action”, FAMILIA Association – Association for alternative family care, NGO ATINA, 
ASTRA – Anti Trafficking Action, Human Rights Committee in Valjevo, RODITELJ Association, Centre for 
Interactive Pedagogy – CIP, Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation, the Center for Youth Organization (CYO), 
Group 484, Amity – Strength of Friendship, the Centre for Prevention of Deviant Behavior in Youth – 
Target, Forum of Civil Action in Pozega – Forca. 

 

                                                           
 


