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Context

More than 1.3 million people have crossed the
Mediterranean since 2015, taking potentially perilous
journeys to flee conflict, instability and persecution across
the Middle East and Africa." With the Balkans border
closures, more than 62,590 people are currently stranded
in Greece, while following the signing of the controversial
EU-Turkey deal in the first months of 2016, 14,640 people
are still being held on the islands. Such restrictions have
also shifted the focus to Italy, where 2016 marked the
deadliest year on record for thousands of refugees and ; =
migrants crossing the Central Mediterranean to reach HanrahrAdeot e hildren
Italian shores.

Along the route, children face extortion by smugglers, ISSUE OF THE MONTH
sexual abuse and exploitation, violence and trafficking.
Many have been living for months in detention centres,
which lack the right protection, information, and services
they so desperately need. Yet despite proposals made by
Europe for an immediate response to the crisis such as
the relocation and resettlement schemes, we are still
experiencing the European failure to ensure children’s
rights and safety are guaranteed.

This month, European leaders gathered in Malta to
back a new deal that supports the Libyan coast guards
in blocking migrant departures from the Libyan coast.
On the same day, @ memorandum of understanding
was signed between Libya and Italy. Save the Children
is deeply concerned about this deal which would trap
thousands of children in war torn-Libya, exposing them
to physical and sexual abuse. Read more about our

position here.

Advocacy priorities at EU level

1) Improve reception conditions for refugee and migrant children

Too often reception procedures are not in the best interest of the child. This includes determining children’s
identity, assessing their age, their specific needs, as well as identifying a guardian or arranging temporary care
solutions for unaccompanied children. These problems lead to prolonged uncertainty about children’s legal status
and future. Many children have lost trust in the institutions and measures intended to guarantee their rights, safety
and well-being and they eventually disappear from the radar, increasing their exposure to smugglers and human
traffickers.

Save the Children is therefore calling for:
1 A reformed asylum system by EU members, guaranteeing the strongest possible protection for children.
1 Reformed age assessment and identification procedures, which are in line with child friendly minimum
standards.
T Education and health services that all refugee and migrant children to have access to in Europe.
1 Effective durable solutions for all unaccompanied children.

2) Improve and expand existing regular and safe channels for children on the move to and
within Europe

The focus on European policy makers remains on border control rather than the safety and needs of children
fleeing violence and exploitation. Only a small proportion of refugees and migrants have been relocated and
resettled under the relocation and resettlement schemes adopted by the EU. If people can make their way to the

" http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/regional.php
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EU in an organized and orderly manner, this can decrease the likelihood of children absconding and disappearing
into the irregular circuit or risking their life crossing the Mediterranean. It enhances Member States’ control over
migration procedures and reduces people smuggling.

Save the Children is therefore calling for:
1 Improved relocation of children from Greece and Italy.
1 Improved family reunification and resettlement schemes, and humanitarian visas for all refugees as well as

private sponsorship programmes.

3) Ensure EU migration initiatives respect the rights of children on the move and their best

interest.

The EU is intensifying cooperation with governments in Sub-Saharan Africa, such as Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and
Mali, as well as in East African countries like Ethiopia. Essentially, this means we could see the return of migrants
to their countries of origin. With the primary focus of these agreements on curbing migration, deterrence and
expulsion, there are no safeguards envisaged to ensure that human rights, rule of law standards and protection
are in place. As a result, people are at risk of being deported to countries where their rights are not safeguarded.

Save the Children is therefore calling for:

1 Migration management agreements between the EU and third countries to respect fundamental rights and
prevent returning people, particularly children, from a European country to a third country if they violate

or risk violating fundamental rights.

1 The EU position on the Global Compact on safe, orderly and regular migration to be in line with

international human rights standards.

Greece and the Balkans advocacy priorities

With freezing winter conditions across the region,
overcrowding in camps and deplorable conditions of those
still staying in makeshift shelters and tents, urgent scale up
of appropriate reception and support services, with a
particular focus on emergency winterized accommodation
for children and vulnerable persons is needed.

In view of the increased numbers of pushbacks of refugees
and migrants, including many children and unaccompanied
minors, being carried out by countries of the region, in
some cases while using violence, Save the Children is
calling for human rights of all refugees and migrants to be
respected regardless of their migratory status. It is
unconscionable and unlawful to continue clandestinely
moving people from one country to another with no
regard to their rights or needs.

With more frequent instances of detention of migrants,
including children, all countries of the region must consider
alternatives to detention for children since detention can
never be in the best interest of the child.

KEY DATES

1 - 24 March: 34th Human Rights Council’s
session —interactive dialogue on the human
rights of migrants in the context of large
movements

9-10 March: European Council

20 March: First anniversary of EU-Turkey Deal
26-27 May: G7 Summit (ltaly)

June (TBC): Children on the Move Conference
20 June: Refugee Day

22-23 June: European Council

7-8 July: G20 Summit (Germany)

22-23 July: IOM International Dialogue on
Migration

2 September: Aylan Anniversary

12-25 September: 72nd Session of the UN
General Assembly

19-20 October: European Council
November (TBC): Preparatory Meeting for
the Global Compact on Migration

14-15 December: European Council
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RESPONSE UPDATES

Greece

Context and issues

1
1

With the border between Greece and FYROM officially closed, more than 62,590 people are stranded in
Greece, including 14,640 people held on the islands as part of the EU agreement with Turkey.?

Since the start of the EU-Turkey in March, the number of arrivals has dropped significantly. In February
2016, 57,066 people arrived in Greece compared with just 471 so far in February 20173. So far, 889 people
have been deported to Turkey as part of the EU-Turkey return agreement.

Camps and detention centres on the mainland and the islands often fall far below minimum humanitarian
standards. Some sites are equipped with basic services while others lack adequate accommodation, toilets
and other hygiene facilities. With movement from the islands to the mainland now banned for most people,
the sites are becoming overcrowded with families sleeping in tents or out in the open.

Almost all camps on the islands are at or are exceeding maximum capacity due to the number of new
arrivals in recent weeks, causing massive concerns related to protection, health, physical security.
Conditions are extremely poor and security incidents, such as fights and protests, are continuing in many
locations.

Programmatic work

1

Save the Children in Greece is working in more than 20 sites across Greece, including camps, detention
centres and shelters. Since launching its response in Greece in August 2015, the team has reached more
than 518,000 children and adults.

Save the Children Greece runs Child and Youth Friendly Spaces, case management where trained case
workers, social workers, psychologists and lawyers provide support for the most vulnerable families and
children and help them access services, Mother and Baby Areas, and non-formal education where children
can attend language and maths classes.

The team also provides shelters and supports in other accommodation arrangements with counselling and
recreational activities for the most vulnerable lone children.

Advocacy priorities

1
1

Immediate access to appropriate shelter is needed for all refugees and migrants, regardless of their status,
to prevent unnecessary loss of life, particularly for children.

The need for safe and appropriate facilities in line with international standards is urgent. For this purpose,
increased collaboration and planning between NGOs, the Ministry of Migration Policy and the Ministry of
National Defence is required not only for the improvement of the conditions in the already existing sites
but also for ensuring that new sites will meet approved standards before opening.

The Asylum Service needs to be immediately strengthened, particularly to avoid any potential backlog.
The slow processing of asylum claims is leading to severe overcrowding at detention facilities on Greek
islands.

FYROM

Context and issues

2 Government of Greece: http://mindigital.gr/index.php/m”_ ~ * , ¥ " i refugee-crisis/957-summary-statement-of-refugee-flows-to-
eastern-aegean-islands-13-02-2017

UNHCR: as of 13 Feb 2017: http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=83
3 As of 13 Feb 2017: http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=83



http://mindigital.gr/index.php/προσφυγικό-ζήτημα-refugee-crisis/957-summary-statement-of-refugee-flows-to-eastern-aegean-islands-13-02-2017
http://mindigital.gr/index.php/προσφυγικό-ζήτημα-refugee-crisis/957-summary-statement-of-refugee-flows-to-eastern-aegean-islands-13-02-2017
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=83
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=83
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The official closure of the Balkans Route on March 9, 2016 has not stopped the migrant flow through
FYROM but only led to increased smuggling activity making refugees transiting through FYROM even
more vulnerable.

There is a regular flow of new arrivals, with an average of 60 persons daily during Dec/lan (from July-Nov
2016 there were between 100-150 newcomers on daily bases). Those are reportedly irregularly arriving
from Northern Greece, mainly with smugglers.

The ma‘loriti of refuiees are ilaced in two transit centers: one the Southern border with Greece



